CHAPTER IX
CASTEL BOLOGNESE AND PIOMBINO
TO return to the surrender of Faenza on April 26,
1501, we see Cesare on the morrow of that event,
striking camp with such amazing suddenness that he
does not even pause to provide for the government of
the conquered tyranny, but appoints a vicar four days
later to attend to it.
He makes his abrupt departure from Faenza, and
is off like a whirlwind to sweep unexpectedly into
the Bolognese territory, and, by striking swiftly, to
terrify Bentivogli into submission in the matter of
Castel Bolognese.
This fortress, standing in the Duke's dominions,
on the road between Faenza and Imola, must be a
menace to him whilst in the hands of a power that
might become actively hostile*
Ahead of him Cesare sent an envoy to Bentivogli,
to demand its surrender.
The alarmed Lord of Bologna, having convened
his Council (the Reggimento), replied that they must
deliberate in the matter; and two days later they
dispatched their ambassadors to lay before Cesare the
fruits of these deliberations. They were to seek the
Duke at Imola; but they got no farther than Castel
San Pietro, which to their dismay they found already
in the hands of Vitellozzo Vitelli's men-at-arms. For,
what time Bentivogli had been deliberating, Cesare
Borgia had been acting with that promptness which